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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 





REASONS 
Why the People are the beft keepers of their own Liberties. 


















Because they never think of ufurping over other mens 
rights, but mind which way to preferve their own: whereas 
the cafe is far otherwife among kings end grandees, as all na- 
tions in the world have felt to fome purpofe; for they natural- 
ly move within the circle of domination, as in their proper 
center; and count it no lefs fecurity than wifdom and policy, 
to brave it over the people. Thus Suetonius tells us, how 
Cefar, Craflus, and another, Societatem iniere, nequid ageretur 
in repub. quod difplicuiffet ulli e tribus: ** Madea bargain be- 
tween themfelves, that nothing fhould be done in the Com- 
monwealth that difpleafed either of them three.” Such ano- 
ther triumvirate of grandees was that of Aguftus, Lepidus, 
and Antony, who agreed to fhare the world between them- 
felves; and traced the fame paths as the other did, to the top 
of worldly tyranny, over the ruins of their country’s liberties ; 
they 
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they faved and deftroyed, deprefled and advanced whom they 
pleafed, with awet finger. But whilft the government re- 
mained untouched in the people’s hands, every particular man 
lived fafe, (except the ambitious) and noman could be un- 
done, unlefs a true and fatisfa€tory reafon were rendered to 
the world for his deftru€tion. 

Secondly, The people are the beft keepers of their own li- 
berty, becaufe it is ever the people’s care to fee, that authority 
be fo conitituted, that it fhal] be rather a burden than benefit 
to thefe that undertake it; and be qualified with fuch flender 
advantages of profit or pleafure, that men fhall reap little by 
the enjoyment. The happy confequence whereof is this, that 
none but honeft, generous, and public fpirits, will then defire 
to be in authority, and that only for the common good. 
Hence it was, that in the infancy of the Roman liberty, there | 
was no canvafling of voices; but fingle and plain hearted men 
were called, intreated, and in a manner forced with importu- 
nity to the helm of government, in regard of that great trou- 
ble and pains that followed the employment. Thus Cincin- 


natus was fetched out of the field from his plough, and placed 
(much againft his will) in the fublime dignity of diGtator; fo 
the noble Camillus, and Fabius, and Curius, were, with 
much ado, drawn from the recreation of gardening, to the 
trouble of governing: and the conful-year being over, they 
returned with much gladnefs again to their private employ- 
ment. 


A third reafon why the people in their fupreme affemblies 
fucceffively chofen, are the beft keepers of their liberty, is, 
becaufe as motion in bodies natural, fo fucceffion in civil, is 
the grand preventive of corruption. The truth of this will 
appear very clearly, if we weigh the effects of every ftanding 
authority from firft to laft in the Roman ftate: for whilft they 
were governed by acontinued power in one and the fame hands 
the people were ever in danger of lofing their liberty; fome- 
times in danger of being fwallowed up by the kingly afpirers, 
witne the defign of Meelius, and others; fometimes in dan- 
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ger of a furprize by a grandee cabinet junto, who by contract- 
Ing a particular intereft, diftin@ from that which they had in 
common with the people, fo ordered the matter in time, that 
partly by their own ftrength, and partly by advantage of pow- 
er, to gratify and curb whom they pleafed, and to wind in 
other counfels and parties to their own, they ftill brought the 
lefler into fuch fubje€tion. that in the end they were forced all 
either to yield to the pleafure of the grandees, or be broken by 
them. By thefe practices, they produced that upftart tyranny 
of the Decemviri, when ten men made a fhift to enflave the 
fenate, as well as the people. Laftly, by continuing power 
too long in the hands of particular perfons, they were fwal- 
lowed up by two triumvirates of Emperors by turns, who ne- 
ver left pecking at one another, till Julius and Auguftus, ha- 
ving beaten all competitors out of the field, fubjected all to the 
will of a fingle Emperor. If this were fo among the Romans, 
how happy then is any nation, and how much ought they to 
joy in the wifdom and juftice of their truftees, where certain 
limits and bounds are fixed to the powers in being, by a de- 
clared fucceflion of the fupreme authority in the hands of the 
people, 
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For the Editor of the PHILANTHROPIST. 
Sir, 

I perfuade myfelf you will be pleafed with the following tract | 
it is from Hit’s Letters from feveral parts of Europe, prin, 
ted by Davis 1753. 2 vols. 8vo. 1 therefore fend it to you, 
as it may be acceptable to many of your readers. 

Iam Sir, Your’s 


A Friend to Peace. 


REFLECTION ON THE WICKEDNESS OF WAR, 


I COULD not but brand with infamy, in my own mind 


the pompous names of conqueft and enlarged dominion, ‘That 
he 
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he who might at his own door cultivate the little field his fa- 
ther’s induftry procured him; that he who might fupply his 
own necefliies, by helping the deficiencies and wants of 
others ; that he, who in a country blefled with warm funs, 
and gentle fhowers, and with a greater good, with liberty, 
might eat the bread of Peace, and fee his rifing offspring play 
about the door which they once fhould inherit; fhould leave 
the fond wife, and the prattling infant, the eafe and innocence 
of fuch a fituation, to murder thofe who had not offended him 
or his; to cut the throats of men who poflefled that which he 
could not want, merely becaufe they poflefled it. Diftra&ed 
and unnatural !—But that at one man’s beck ten thoufand crea- 
tures, equal to himfelfin form and mind ; equal, perhaps, fupe- 
rior, in virtue and in underftanding, fhould be fent forth on 
fuch an errand, not prompted even by the promifed pofleffion 
of the unworthy fpot; that widows and that orphans fhould 
lament the blood fpilt on the earth, not worth the accepting: 
and this becaufe one whom themfelves had raifed to guard and 
to defend them, chofe it to be fo: moft monftrous ! 

It is thus my free thoughts have always looked on kings, the 
brambles raifed to eminence, to tear and burn the foreft.” 
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A NEW SONG. 


FOR THE 5TH OF NOVEMBER, 


"Tue landing of William is now an old ftory, 

Though it gave us great George with a reign full of glory ; 
Nor fing we of Jamie and Gunpowder Treafon, 

Our theme isfar nobler, the triumph of Reafon: 

When Patriots encounterd Corruption’s wild fury, 

By virtwe fuftain’d, and a brave ENGiisu Jury. 


Britons ! ye who ftood firm in the perilous hour, 
Unaw’d by the threats or the pageants of power, 
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Thro’ ages illumin’d by Freedom’s bright rays, 

Your deeds fhall awake the laft chorus of praife, 

Your names live fecur’d from Corruption’s wild fury, 
With Erskine and Gisss, and the brave ENGLIsH Jury. 


Tho? Scott led them wandering a dull mazy round, 

And Pitt fent his fpies—yet no treafon could be found; 

Then he hop’d (O! how wife are our Statefmen defpotic 

It would haunt their long dream under Aditfora’s narcotic ; 
Yet his arts were all vain as Corruption’s wild fury, 
Windham’s words were but wind to the brave EncLisu Jury. 


There was Treafon indeed, not againft crown or fteeple, 
But Treafon againft all the Rights of the People, 

For Pitt and Dundas with their lawyers were combin’d. 
To fetter our tongues and ¢* enflave the free mind ;” 
How vain all their plots as Corruption’s wild fury 

For Freedom furvives with the brave EnGLisu Jury. 


But hark! ’midft her triumph her fons fhe deplores, 
Wrong’d Patriots who wander on defolate fhores, 
Youths and virgins unborn fhall figh o’er their ftory, 
And time’s aged hand fhall emblazon their glory; 
Ah! Scotia! fad prey of Corruption’s wild fury, 
How happy—had thine been the brave ENGLisH Jury. 


O! hark the glad day when the demon oppreffion, 

Of Britain no more fhall have legal pofleffion, 

From the Ea/ to the Weft, from the South to the North, 
Where Liberty—life-giving word !—fhal! go forth ; 
The nations arife againft Corruptions wild fury, 

And rival the fame of the brave ENGiisH Jury, 





For the PHILANTHROPIST. 


‘© There’s neither fafety, unity, nor peace my friend, for 
*¢ the foundation’s loft of common good, juftice is lame a well 
*¢ as blind amongft us—T he laws corrupted to theirends! that 
“* made them, ferve but for inftruments of fome new tyranny 
which 
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‘¢ which every day ftarts up to inflave us deeper! Now could 
“* this glorious caufe but find out friends to do it right, then 
«© O people might ye not wear thefe feals of poverty and woe 
“ upon your faces—The bafe corrupted government and 
“ fenfelefs M—n—ch might be taught humanity, and learn 
“ to value fuch fubjects as you are,——_——” 


New Brentford. W,H. G. 


Altered from Otway’s Venice Preferved. 
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THE ENGLISHMAN’S TOAST. 
A NEW SONG. 
By W. H GREEN. 
( Tune, ‘** Othe roaft beef, &.” ) 


Come fill up your glaffes, I’ll give you a toaft, 
Of what our forefather’s have long made their boaft, 
Tis the Freedom of England, which now we have loft. 
O the fair blofloms of Freedom, 
For Freedom let’s all cry huzza. 


For we’re tax’d at our head! and we’re tax’d at our feet ! 
We're tax’din our tongues ! and we’re tax’d in our meat 
In fhort we are tax’d in whatever we eat ! 

O the taxation of England, 

From taxes when fhall we go free, 
What with war and taxation weall fhall be ftarv’d 
’Pho’ the model of Freedom is already carv’d, 
God fend that the great people’s fortunes were halv’d ; 

And the poor had their fhare of the comforts, 

. For which they’re now toiling in vain. 





There’s Billy who plans all our taxes fo rare, 
At his wonderful wit makes his puppets to ftare, 
He fays we are beafts, and our lot is to bear 
The burdens that he fha]] put on us, 
And from taxes we ne’er fhall go free. 
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So now Johnny Bull he knows what is his fate, 
And I think he has loft all his courage of late, 
Or he never would drop into this flavith ftate, 
O the fad flavery of England, 
Ye Britons, when will ye be free. 
New Brentford, Middlefex. 
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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 
Mr. EpirTor, 


Tae following hiftorical faéts are fubmitted to the perufal 
of your readers, The glaring abfurdity and wickednefs of the 
fyftem they are intended to oppofe will be acknowledged by 
all. ‘That this view of the dreadful effe&ts of defpotifm on the 
human race may excite all of us, by reafon and truth, to pro- 
mote its downfall, and fhall ever be exemplified by the 
conduct of 
A Republican from Principle. 

WuereVER defpotifm has fwayed her iron fcepter, depopu- 
lation and wretchednefs have foon fpread their terrors. Wit- 
nefs Greece, Egypt, and the Lefler Afiaa The kingdom of 
Siam, whofe luxurious plains are annually watered by the re- 
gular inundations of the river Menam; and where Nature has 
lavifhed a variety of delicious fruits, is inhabited by a moft 
wretched people. The government is defpotic, and the Siams 
ites flaves. They are obliged to work for their Monarch fix 
months every year, without wages, and even without receiv» 
ing any food from him. They have neither protection for 
their perfons, northeir property. The grandees are expofed 
to the rapacity of the king and his courtiers ; and the lower 
rank, to the tyranny and extortion of the grandees. 


If 
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If a man be poffeffed of a tree whofe fruit is remarkably 
good, it is immediately feized by the creatures of the tyrant, 
either for him or themfelves. What a picture of flavery and 
wretchednefs !! ! 

The ifland of Ceylon, belongs wholly to the king of it, the 
confequence of which is, that the people are fupinely indo- 
lent. Their huts are mean without any thing like furniture. 
Their food is fruit, that grows fpontaneoufly. We perceive 
not among its inhabitants energy of mind, or difinterefted love 
of mankind ;——dreadful ftupor and lifelefsnefs univerfally 
prevail. 

The Peruvians are a fad example of the deftructive effects 
of tyranny. Reduced to a ftate of ftupid infenfibility, no mo- 
tive to ation influences them. Neither riches, iuxury or 
ambition pofl-fs any charms for them. The only pleafure 
they fee] is to get drunk, in order to forget their miferies. 

Moldavia, Walachia, and Befferabia, with their once fertile 
paftures, are now reduced to be almoft a defart, by the 
wretched policy of Turkifh defpotifm. 

A defpotic government dtifles in the birth every generous 
feeling, every noble fentiment, it levels man with the brute 
creation, it renders the fineft fpot of the globe equally fterile 
with its barren mountains, A defpotic prince meets the eyes 
of his people with fufpicion ; locked up in his palace, ignorant 
of what pafles, he indolently fuffers his people to be pillaged, 
without even hearing of their diftrefles. A defpotic prince ac- 
cordingly whofe wants are all {upplied with profufion, and 
who has nothing left him either to wifh for or defire, drags 
on a moft languid exiftence. The following fentiments of 
Roufleau on this fubject are very juft. ** Tout prince qui af- 
allez toujour dinectement au fouverain; furtout s’il eft tres 
pire au defpotifme, afpini a C’honneur de mourir d’ ennui 
Dans tous les royanmes du monde cherchez-vous l’homme le 
plus ennuye dupaps? abfolu. Veft bien la peine de faire 
taut de meferables neau droit-il Pennuyer 4 moindres fraix.” 














